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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the characteristics of facility and paving materials used in 30 corporate gardens at the 2026
Seoul International Garden Expo. The research investigates how corporate brand identity and ESG values are reflected
in material selection, and examines material changes over 21 years since Seoul Forest was established in 2005. Field
surveys were conducted on May 6, 2026. Materials were classified into six categories: metal, stone, wood, concrete-based,
synthetic resin-based, and recycled materials. Physical properties were analyzed using color, texture, and form frameworks
based on Park (2022). Results showed that metal materials were most frequently used in facilities with single brand
color coating (14 gardens, 46.7%), multiple colors (3 gardens, 10.0%), and uncoated (8 gardens, 26.7%). For paving
materials, decomposed granite (26.7%) and granite slab paving (20%) were most common, indicating continuity of Seoul
Forest’s 2005 eco-friendly paving policy. Material selection clearly reflected corporate brand strategies: financial
institutions used blue (trust/stability), retail companies used red (dynamism/activity), energy companies used green
(eco-friendliness). Corporate gardens were classified into three types: brand identity expression type (46.7%), ESG value
expression type (26.7%), and nature-oriented type (26.7%).
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