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A Design—-Oriented Comparative Study of Western Minimalist Spaces
and Japanese Karesansui Gardens

Hong, Seung Hoon

Adjunct Professor, Devision of Landscape Architecture and Garden Design, Wise Campus, Dongguk University

ABSTRACT

This study examines how Western minimalist spaces and Japanese karesansui (dry landscape) gardens, despite their
apparent formal simplicity, operate through fundamentally different design logics. Based on a literature review,
minimalism is framed as a strategy of formal reduction and non-referential objecthood that foregrounds materiality and
embodied perception, whereas karesansui gardens are understood as Zen-derived contemplative settings structured by
suggestion, ma([#, interval), and kii(%S, emptiness) that invite continuous meaning formation. Two representative case
studies — Tanner Fountain at Harvard University, designed by Peter Walker, and the hojo garden of Rydan-ji in Kyoto—are
analyzed comparatively across seven dimensions: (1) point of departure in design, (2) spatial organization and visibility
of order, (3) role of void, (4) attitudes toward materials, (5) viewer’s position and agency, (6) mechanisms of
contemplation, and (7) symbolism and interpretation. The analysis indicates that “emptiness” in minimalism functions
primarily as a subtractive device that clarifies form and intensifies immediate sensory experience, while “emptiness”
in karesansui functions as a generative field that enables reflection and interpretive openness. By moving beyond
surface-level resemblance, this study proposes a design-oriented framework for understanding simplicity as either

reduction or generation, and discusses implications for contemporary landscape and spatial design.

Key Words: Minimalism, Karesansui, Void, Interval, Emptiness, Contemplation, Tanner Fountain, Ryoan-ji
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T 27323 (Stone Field Sculpture, 1977)'0lA <47-S TH Zhy,
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