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A String of Thoughts in Design Concept and Spatial Interpretation at
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the conceptual design, spatial composition, and symbolic elements of the garden project A
String of Thoughts, exhibited in response to the 2018 theme “Gardens of Thought” at the Festival International des
Jardins de Chaumont-sur-Loire in France. The project adopts the Eastern philosophical concept of exile as its central
motif, visualizing introspection and inner expansion within confined space through garden design. The garden is composed
as a dichotomy between the “exilic zone” and the “outer world” with a fishing rod sculpture serving as a symbolic
device representing the “string of thought.” Through curved forms and material composition, the designer aimed to
express the flow of thought and emotional contrast within the spatial environment. Conceptually, the study interprets
the garden as a medium of philosophical discourse, analyzing how symbolic objects and spatial dichotomy translate
abstract notions of exile into visual form. In addition, the paper discusses the gap between the intended design and
its realization, highlighting limitations such as local material availability, plant blooming cycles, and structural constraints
that required on-site adaptation. This paper interprets the project as conceptual art rather than conventional landscape
design, and discusses the physical limitations and site-specific adaptations encountered during implementation, addressing

the gap between design intention and realization.

Key Words: Symbolic Sculpture, International Garden Festival, Conceptual Garden, Exilic Space, Gardens of Thought
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